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Notice of Intended Action

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more
persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b.”

Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own
motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section
17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 154C.4, the Board of Social Work hereby gives Notice
of Intended Action to amend Chapter 280, “Licensure of Social Workers,” and Chapter 281, “Continuing
Education for Social Workers,” Iowa Administrative Code.

The amendments in Items 1 and 2 clarify acceptable supervision by electronic means. The
amendments allow for the use of videoconferencing technology when master level licensees are
receiving supervision towards an independent level license.

The amendments in Items 3 to 7 update the requirements for a licensee’s supervised professional
practice. The amendments are required to ensure that licensees are properly prepared for independent
practice. Before an independent level licensee provides supervision to a master level licensee who
is working towards completing a supervised professional practice, the supervisor will be required to
have been licensed at the independent level, and to have practiced at the independent level for at least
4,000 hours, over a period of three years. Rules currently require 2,000 hours over a period of two
years. Supervisors would also be required to have continuing education or coursework in the area of
supervision. The continuing education hours earned in the area of supervision can be used as part of
the 27 hours required of all licensees for renewal, so no additional financial burden would be placed
on the licensee. The amendments also clarify what is required for a supervision plan. The plan would
be reviewed by the Board of Social Work prior to the start of supervision instead of at the end of the
supervised professional practice. This change will assure licensees that their supervision plan meets the
expectations of the Board. These requirements would not go into effect for new supervised professional
practices until July 1, 2013.

The amendment in Item 8 clarifies the examination requirements for licensure by endorsement. This
change will reduce the need for the Board to consider petitions for waiver.

The amendment in Item 9 clarifies the requirements for reactivation of a license that has been inactive
for more than five years. This change will reduce the need for the Board to consider petitions for waiver.

The amendments in Items 10 to 12 require independent level licensees who are providing supervision
for a supervised professional practice to earn three hours of continuing education in supervision. The
continuing education hours earned in the area of supervision can be used as part of the 27 hours required
of all licensees for renewal, so no additional financial burden would be placed on the licensee. The
requirement would not go into effect until July 1, 2013.

Any interested personmaymakewritten comments on the proposed amendments no later than January
17, 2012, addressed to TonyAlden, Professional Licensure Division, Department of Public Health, Lucas
State Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0075; E-mail tony.alden@idph.iowa.gov.

A public hearing will be held on January 17, 2012, from 9 to 10 a.m. in the Fifth Floor Conference
Room 526, Lucas State Office Building, at which time persons may present their views either orally or
in writing. At the hearing, persons will be asked to give their names and addresses for the record and to
confine their remarks to the subject of the proposed amendments.

After analysis and review of this rule making, no adverse impact on jobs exists. This rule making
seeks to clarify existing regulations rather than add additional regulations for social workers.

These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 147.10, 147.11, 147.34, 147.36,
154C.4, and 272C.2.

The following amendments are proposed.
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ITEM 1. Renumber subparagraph 280.6(1)“d”(2) as 280.6(1)“d”(3).
ITEM 2. Adopt the following new subparagraph 280.6(1)“d”(2):
(2) Supervision by electronic means is acceptable if:
1. The system utilized is an interactive, real-time system that provides for visual and audio

interaction between the licensee and the supervisor; and
2. The first two meetings are face to face and in person.
ITEM 3. Amend paragraph 280.6(3)“b” as follows:
b. Have a minimum of 2,000 4,000 hours of practice earned over a period of two three years of

practice beyond receipt of a license to practice independent social work in Iowa or the equivalent license
from another state. This requirement shall apply to all supervised professional practices that commence
on or after July 1, 2013.

ITEM 4. Reletter paragraphs 280.6(3)“c” to “g” as 280.6(3)“d” to “h.”
ITEM 5. Adopt the following new paragraph 280.6(3)“c”:
c. Complete at least 6 hours of training in social work practice supervision or one social work

master level course in supervision. This requirement shall apply to all supervised professional practices
that commence on or after July 1, 2013.

ITEM 6. Amend relettered paragraph 280.6(3)“d” as follows:
d. Establish and maintain a plan throughout the supervisory period.
(1) Such a plan must be kept by the supervisor for a period of two years and must be submitted to

the board upon its request for audit within 30 days from receipt of the request. The plan for supervision
shall include:

(1) 1. The name, license number, date of licensure, address, and telephone number, and e-mail
address (when available) of supervisor;

(2) 2. The name, license number, address, and telephone number, and e-mail address (when
available) of supervisee;

3. The agency, institution, or organization providing the experience;
4. The nature, duration, and frequency of supervision, including:
● The number of hours of supervision per week;
● The supervisor/supervisee’s face-to-face meetings schedule;
● The methodology for transmission of case information;
● For group supervision, a duration not to exceed 60 hours;
(3) 5. The beginning date of clinical work experience under supervision supervised professional

practice and estimated date of completion;
(4) A plan for direct supervision hours, including frequency of supervisor/supervisee’s face-to-face

meetings;
(5) A plan for any group supervision;
(6) 6. The goals and objectives for the clinical work experience supervised professional practice;

and
(7) 7. The signatures of the supervisor and supervisee, and the dates of signatures.
(2) A plan for supervision must be filed with the board prior to the start of the supervised

professional practice. The board shall complete review of the plan and provide a decision on the plan no
later than 45 days after receipt of the plan, unless additional information is requested. This requirement
shall apply to all supervised professional practices that commence on or after July 1, 2013.

ITEM 7. Adopt the following new paragraph 280.6(3)“i”:
i. A supervisee shall submit in writing any change in supervisors within 10 days of the occurrence.

The new supervisor shall submit, within 30 days of the change, a revised supervision plan for board
approval.

2



ITEM 8. Amend rule 645—280.7(154C), numbered paragraph “5,” as follows:
5. Provides official copies of the appropriate or higher level examination score sent directly from

the ASWB; and
ITEM 9. Amend subparagraph 280.14(3)“b”(3), introductory paragraph, as follows:
(3) Verification of taking and passing the ASWB examination within the last five years at the

appropriate or higher level as follows:
ITEM 10. Renumber subrules 281.2(3) to 281.2(6) as 281.2(4) to 281.2(7).
ITEM 11. Adopt the following new subrule 281.2(3):
281.2(3) Requirement of supervisors. For licensure at the independent level, persons serving in a

supervisory role must complete 3 hours of continuing education in supervision.
ITEM 12. Adopt the following new subrule 281.2(8):
281.2(8) The requirement of 3 hours of continuing education in supervision in subrule 281.2(3) shall

apply to all licensees providing supervision on or after July 1, 2013.
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